DEVOTED TO LITERATURE, THE ARTS, SCIENCE, AGRICULT

TERMB--ONE DOLLAR PER ANNUM,]

VOLUME 2--NO. 20.

POETRY.
The Slave of the Pen.
1 weary of the pen,
- And write not of my own accord ;

It was my slave, and I was happy then ;
"Tis now my Lord.

I weary of the themes
‘Which the gross multitude pursue ;
“Who writes for bread must bid all higher dreams
His last adien.
Harness the antelope,
_Biirden his neck until it bleed—
Trample his fiery spirit, and then hope
His farraer speed.

Life grows a slagnant pool,

Green with the drugs of trade and toil;
Youth's pure ideals of the beautiful

Are lucre's spoil.

I woaky of the pen, L

And write not of my own accord—
1t was my slave, and I was happy then—

Alas 'tis now my Lord.
~_° COMMUNICATIONS.

[ror TaE mpEPENDENT PRESS.]
How we do things Here.
s GregxviLLE, Ala, }
. September 15, 1854.

Editars of the Press: Supposing that
your columns are not crowded at this season
oﬁ&dyﬂr, 1 offer you a column which will
illustrate the state of society in our little
villagé. The subject of it is a talc ofblood
and murder, but an acquaintance with the
enormities of the case will deliver it of all
its otherwise harrowing features. Itiscred-
itable to human nature that the murder of
& human being seldom fails to excite a feel-
ingof pity for the victim, and horror and
indignation agaivst the perpetrator. This
case, howaever, was a signal exception. De-
spite the horrid: concomitants of the trage-
dy, there was not the slightest manifestation
-of-ipity. or ragret, but a universal feeling of
gratification openly and freely expressed.—
There wasa buoyant feeling of relief from a
terror that had long oppressed the people.
Every man felt a revewod assurance of se-
curity to his person and property.

The name of thevictim was James Wit-
urams;  With a bold hand and subtle cun-
ning, he had overawed the courts and eva-
ded the lawe. - He was a NaroLeox in his
way; as ingenious in the conception of his
Plins, s he was’ successful in their cxecu-
tion.. He was familiar with the law of evi-
denco in eriminal cases, and by some means

-or, other eithdr excluded it altogether or
rendered it inconclusive. Ile had a numer-
ous gang of understrappers, who rendered
hLim the double assistance of executing his
plans, and being swift. witnessca to swear
anything that he wished to have sworn.—
When he wished to_whip; or kill anybody,
he sent some of his gang to decoy them off
Whiéré his crowd was gathered, and then to
commence. & fight with them. If his side
was abont to be whipped, he pitched in.
In.this:way there was no evidence against
him:"“’And he rebutted the evidence of the

by a cloud ‘of witneoses of hia
own.’ - Sty

Decrepid o'd men, and travellers even,
were attacked, insuliod; and cruelly besten

by him, without the least provooation. .fg

tb-lﬂmx&

— | wife, and ran in to see.
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an who attempted
to part them was also so stabbed as to ren-
der his ultimate recovery very doubtful.—
WrLLraus also was wounded, and confined
for several weeks. So hot was the indigna-
tion of the people that many were willing
to hang him and his brother instanter. Col.
D. proposed to addressed the people, stand-
ing on the grave of the deceased, and urge
them to immediate vengeance, Moro timid
counsels, however, prevailed. In about
three weeks WiLLiams had so far recovered
as to be ablo to walk out in his piazza.—
While taking a drink of water, he was shot,
by some person unknown, from a hidden
place. Tt was a deadly shot. One buck-
shot went directly through his neck, four
shattered his arm and ranged through his
back, two went through his abdomen, and
some more through his thighs. I heard the
discharge of the gun and the shricks of his
He was stretched
upon the floor, apparently dead. In a few
minutes he revived, and was very cool and
rational in his conversation. Ilc said the
man who shot him had acted cowardly in
not giving him a chance, and expressed a
hope to “meet him again at Phillipi” It
was the first assassination I had ever seen,
and I could not but feel a strange emotion.
Tam always disposed to see a fair, open
fight. Even if a man does not strictly de-
serve it, it is more courageous and noble to
give him an equal and open fight. I could
not kill the most deadly reptile without giv-
ing it first a declaration of war, and putting
it upon its defense. But this is only -my
sentimentality. There was but one ques-
tion a hundred times reiterated, in various
forms: “Are you certain he will die?"
“Have they got him " “Is there no chance
for bim to recover ?” These questions were
satisfactorily answered by a positive assu-
rance from the doctor aud others who had
examined his wounds that he certainly
would die. In about two lours these as-
surances were verified by the welcome an-
nouncement of his death. Thus was he
“Cut off even in the blossom of his sin,
Unhouseled, disappointed, uaneled,
No reckoning made, but sent to his necount,
With all his imperfections on his head.”

[#rom play of Hamlet, aet 2, scene 5.
It is true his death was & public necessity.
The only regret-can be that he did not die
by the public hangman rather than by a
private hand. Tt is not impious or unchari-
table (o rejoice at the removal of a pesti-
lence, though it walks in human ghape.—
The man who killed him is esteemed a pub-
lic benefactor. No ono knows, or earcs to
know, who did the act, and the secret if
known could not be extorted by any pro-
cess of law. :
I send you tho account of the tragedy
published in the next issue of the village
paper. Itis a good, honest, free spoken
obituary, and deserves to be commended for
its boldness aud truthfulnesg; for these are
indeed rarely ventured upon in siich riotices.
The fiercest storm your predecessor in odi-
torship eyer encountered  was raised by ‘an’
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-fllmncmx.—-od.‘ﬂwdly-;-' : week o\trm :
2ens were thrown -into' ‘" state 'of exbit
confusion ofbyn deed, tha“Bold daring’

ut. four. o’clock on the even! g of

the day in question, James' Williams = was

ol fereons unknown. ]I_e'lfp;:::gl
tery which l];.“% over

shot inhis own piazza; b ) or

an hour and thenexpired. . Thqveil of mys-

n ' diirg 16 apy ﬁnendnb 8 no' ' clue or‘trace | & :
at it R by which to def 4 the actor.or aetors, | yran
* The Even the point from: which: the AT
n hat if he| "™ done ia mot definitely known;and every:

tions: i The

of gunain

g'80 common ' an oocur-

various.amd: widely contradiclory - sapposi. | 0
differont parts | o

caiised - vo remirk; and Lienve'thé
to.definitaly ‘locate'/'the soimd; "THS
first mofenof'-alarm lesupd - fréin -tho hionse
tof-the. ¢whenour. gitizens  hwévied

|to the spoiy.end

honest obituary,” I lcave the balance to, be |
okd by tho exirac from th vilage paper.

whieh, will seldom ﬂndns::l]- -

- about | Bt
this - transaction is | ;

‘pemoe, the report of the-fatal firing Above al- | o
@, to
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ond & doubt his death has preserved the
fives-of better men, for circumstances have
since come to our knowledge going far to
show that he was arming himself for mis-
chief. None could consider themsolves safe
from a sudden and violent death, and a feel-
ing of apprehension oppressed, like an incu-
bus, every member of our community, Can
it be wondered at, then, that our citizens
should ience a feeling of relief at his
death, and that he should go down to his
grave unsighed for, unregretted? We de-
sire not to aggravate harsh feelings at his
memory. He is gone, and solet the grave
close over the remembrance of his de

~ MISOELLANY.

[From the Charleston Mercury.]
Blue Ridge Railroad.

The interesting communication below is
from one of the firet citizens of EastTennes-
sce, and not only his statements are thor-
oughly reliable, but his opinions come with
all the authority of experience and high in-
telligence.

0 the Editors of the Mercury : It can-
not be expocted that, in the sclection of a
route for a railway of such vast consequence
to the commerce of the country as that must
be which will unite theseaboard at Charles-
ton with the valley of the Oblio and the
great North-west, no conflicts of interest or
Judgement arcto arise. Theso conflicts pro-
ceege from various causes, some of which the
greatest skill in civil engineering, or the
most enlightened reasoning, cannot obviate ;
for it is impossible (ex gr.) by either to si-
lence the clamor of those, who, forany rea-
son, no matter what, believe or insist, that
such & line of railway should be located
through the district in which they reside, or
by their Court House. The time was when
such considerations controlled railroad com-
panies, but that day has passed, and the max-
Im now is “recta linema optia.”
These reflections have been suggested by
the perusal of lengthy articles to which my
attention has been cnlred, asappearing in the
Spartanburg “Spartan” of tE: 24th and
31st ult. That journal, by the errors into
which it lias falilen, has prompted me, as a
Tennesseean, fecling some solicitutde with
raference to the enterprise proposed to be
achieved by the Blue Ridge Railroad Com-
panly, of your State, to say a few words in
reply to its facts and arguments,
The chief error into which the Spartan
has fullen, arises from the statement of the
editor that the Blue Ridge Company pro-
pose to construct their Road to Knoxville, as
the only point in Tennessce, and thenco to
Louisville and Cincinnati, a railway connee-
tion is to be provided. This is not the fact.
While this is one end to be attained by the
construction of the Blue Ridge Road, ano-
ther, equally important, is a connection with
Nashville, and LF:mphis, and points beyond,
which will enable Charleston, and uth
Carolina, to command the products conceri-
trating at these points, without paying trib-
ute to the Railways of Georgia. At pres-
ent, freights from Nashville to Charleston,
or any other point in South Carolina, must
pass over the” Western and Atlantic Rail-
road, (owned exclusively by the State of
Georgia, and so managed as to subserve és-
ially Georgia interests)) a distance of one
hundred and * forty miles; and so soon as
the Memphis and Charteston' Rond is com-
leted, same - may- be said of freights
E'nm M is to Charleston. .Thus: it is
of Charleston has-a

imay; notwithstanding ‘the Cit
amount of

‘which, or the Big Creck Gap, five miles east

in both the ) Nashville nnd Chattanooga |
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Road to do the business which will be offer-
ed, to build the Blue Ridge Rail Road to
that point in Tennessee, where the commer-
cial iriterests concentrating at Chattanooga,
will be willing to moaet it, in order that they
may not any longer be subjected to the an-
noyances that have attended shi ts over
8 road, the management of which is in the
hands of Georgia politicians, who, to retain
their places, must so conduct its affairs as
to please the Georgia peotple. This is one
view of the importance of the Blue Ridge
Road, which has not occurred to the editor
of the Sparian, nor did this necessity oxiat
for the selection of theroute adopted at the
time that those eminent men of former days,
of whom he speaks, urged with so much
zeal the connection, by railway, of Charles-
ton with the Ohio valley. The Spartan
has, I have no doubt, had occasion to quote
with approbation the old saw of “killing
two birds with one stone;” cortainly the
saying will lose none of its odor of econ-
omy when applied to the building of Rail-
roads,

But the Spartan has fallen into another
error as to the relative distances from
Charleston to Kuoxville, via the Blue Ridge
route, and the Spartanburg route. Fromn
Charleston to Knoxville, via the Blue Ridge
route, the distance is not, as stated in that
journal, 453 miles, but ouly 400 miles, by
computing that line of railway which is to
constitute the Blue Ridge Road in its entire
length thus :

Charleston to Aiken 120 miles,

Aiken to Anderson g2 «
Anderson to Knoxville 188 miles
From Charleston to Knoxville 400 ¢

This being the actual distance, it is but
three miles more than the distance stated b
the Spartan from Charleston to Knoxville,
via the Spartanburg route: the acenrncy
of which T ean ncither admit or gainsay, as
it is a route long since abandoned in Ten-
unessee, and hence there hus been no com-
putation of the distances in that direction
by the present gencration. No charter for
the construction of a Road from Knoxville,
in the direction of Spartanbure, has been ci-
ther obnined or asked for in Tennessco ; no
State loan has been granted or contempla-
ted for any such Road; no private or public
funds are pledged tosuch Road. While, on
the othier hand, a liberal charter has been
granted in Tennéssce for the construction of
the Road from Knoxville, upon the route
roposed by the Blue Ridge Company, and
Fibcrnl State, county and private aid has been
pledged, and will be furnished to that line;
and, at the same time, a liberal charter, with
a State loan sufficient to build the brid
and iron and equip the Road, together with
large subscriptions of stock, indicate uner-
ringly the speedy construction of a Railway
from Knoxvills to the Kentucky State line,
not through the Cumberlund Gap, howov-
cr, as the Spartan has it, but throngh Wheel-
er's Gap, which affords, as an instrumental
survey has demonsirated, thé only passage
except one, viz: Big Creck Gap; through
the Cumberland Mountains, with light
grades, and withont tunneling, and through

of it, the Railway that is to connect Charles-
ton with Cincinnati- must pass. :
But the Spartan says that Knoxville is
too far West to be in' the line from' Charles-
l.oil:htc;h(ginénusti.h Any one at all familiar
w ‘lopography  of -East Tennessee; its
xespurces, dec.-dow,, would ‘say, that if: it bo
at-all desirable to-commiand the products of
the country for exportation, ‘oF-reacha point
of distribution; that, Kuoxville, the ptincipal
gqi_n.t_ of business,:should not 'be avoided.
at if the .and its busifiess. were' of
a8 not to entitle them to
any cousideration, aither: now-.or ‘hereafter,
when:other Roads. will have their: terminus
there, it will be impassible, by means of -all
the funds which can be-cemmanded bi:hei
most zealops -advocate of the:Spartanburg
route, within the;next a centary,
ioannlmg;%mw di:m pi J
urg to the, Cumberland, ‘Gap. -7 know
; Legnslature, gran
zemtm ion, of a.Road from. Paint ! -Rock, |
he point where the French Broad river cuts
ling dividing the States of North.Carol

. i-
na and Tenneseee) to the Cumberland:Gap.

RDAY MORNING, SEPTEMBER 23, 1854,

ted s charter. for the|

Check’s Cross Roads to Cumberland Gap,
by the common highway, -was but forty
miles, it was impossible to find a line short
of sizly miles in length ; and this involved

@ necessity of tunnelling and bﬁdgiug to
such an extent, with such grades and sharp
curves, that the route was promptly pro-
nounced impracticable, and no written re-
port was deemed necessary to be mado by
the enginmi_r:.h These facts I have in a letter
from one of the party engnfg{ed in the survey.
They are well known in Kentucky and :ylt
Cincinnati, and in the latter place I am sure
that that the gentlemen who procured the
passage of the charter through the Ken-
tu Legislature, have no idea of passing
the Cumberland Mountains at the Cumber-
land Gap, but expect to meet the Knox-
ville and Kentucky Road, after ing
Wheeler's or the Biq Oreek Gap, at the Ken-
tucky State line. write thus positively,
because, I am fully advised, and for the
reason that I deem it proper to prevent,
as far as I can, the creation of a false senti-
ment in your State as to what is contempla-
ted in Tennesseo and Kentucky, with refer-
ence to this enterprise, so vast in its conse-
quences, not only to the people of those
States, but also to the Sonthwestern and
Western country.

So far as the efforts of the Spartan are
to be employed in defeating the application
of the Blue Ridge Company to the Legisla-
ture of your State for aid, I imagine very
little will be nccomplished.  T%he time has
passsed to say to the Legislature that the
great commercial channel between Charlss-
ton and the Northwest should not be located
as has been donc by the Blue Ridge Compa-
ny. The location hasalrendy been recog-
nised a nd approved by the South Curolina
Legislature, duringi ts scssion of 1852, and
since, as I understand, by the official acts of
Gov. Manning, in his message and other-
wise. After all this, certainly the Spartan,
having dueregard to the honor of the State,
as involved in its adhorence to a position
once taken, and well taken, would not ad-
vise that all which has been done by the
city of Charleston and your Legislature,
shall not only go for nought, but Le repudi-
ated as indiscreet and unworthy of the State.
It occurs to a-distant; but close observer, of
your people, that Sonth Carolinans “are not
made of such stuff.”

EAST TENNESSEEAN.
East Tennessee, August 9, 1854,

T i mm—
Little Children.

Of all men in the world to be avoided,
place him in the front rank who has no love
for little children, wlko frowns at their play-
fulness and repels their caresses. Sucha
man is more fit for “trenson, strategems and
spoils,” than he who “hath not music
in bis soul.” Saffi, a Persinn poet, upon
being asked if he were a true poct, replied :
“] love God, I love little ehildren, I love
flowers.” Christ set his disciples and the
world an example, when hLe took the little
children and blessed them; and no man
who dislikes children can be a true follower
-of him, :

Is there anything more loveable than n
‘young child—its bright face wreathed with
smiles, its clear oyes beaming with love, and
its whole appearance an index of .its' purity
and sinleseness? Al great and good men
have been fond of chiidren. Dr. Watfs es-
teemed his “Infant Pcerns” as among the
most commendable of his works. Wash-
ington, it is eaid, -never passed a little child
without caressing it. Shakspeare, Thom
son, Pollok; Cowper, Campbell, and nea y.
all the Eoglish. poets, were fond of children,
if we are to take their poems as evidondae of
their.characters, r\-]Ean' was passicnately
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Yet this was jn py nature,” 4
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The Baby. .

O, yes, take the baby along by all means,
Babies love -dearly to ride in cars aud tod-
dle about in steamboats. Why, the baby
is the life of the party. We have known &

whole room full of pcogle entertained by
1
o

one, hour after hour. Bleeping or walkin
the pretty little creature that can lis uﬂtg
Eng?ish or French, one can hardly tell which,
is the universal delight, and many a party
has been stupid just for the want of .one,
In old times, when they used to journey
in stages, & lady who had asweet littlochild
with her could searcely call it her own the
whole way, the gentlemen were g0 fond of
carrying, keeping it. Why, the bachelors
loved to play with and dandle her on their
knees, though at first they might be a littlo
bashful and “awkward in taking hold of the
strange and™@ngecustomed thing, But the
smile and winning ways of the baby wera
always'irresistible, and suro to overcome at
last the most obstinate bachelor, People
love babies as they do flowers. Gentlemen
especially, who are fond of flowers, like ba-
bies, tho sweetest of them all, to carry in
their hands, just as they would put a carna-
tion in their button-lLoles.
Iow babies and butterflies do swarm in
summer, to be sure! Itis then they are
on the wing. Pray, don’t try to koep themn
from flying about and alighting here and
there when something strikes their fancy,
opening and shutting their handa.and wings
awhile, then flitting away again. -¥e, that
have babies! don't go’ anywhere without
them. Better leave your purse behind, it
will Lo less missed. The light of your eyes
will be quenched, and your tongue will miss
its inspiration. “What a literally everlasting
topic is the baby? ‘Slie does this, she did
that. Baby laughed in her sleep. er
mother does belicvo it was because she saw
something which one so latel Q'nm the
skies could only behold. Baby ein '8y
this word, and hides away sometimes from
ber mamma, though all but her nose and
eyes are in plain sight.
Ye, who have uo baby! get the lawful
ownership of one as soon as possible, . You
don’t kuow what a fountain of puro felicily
it is. She istha light and joy 0{ th
liouse. The sweet little™ creature,is
brightest jewel in your cabinet, and orna-
mental to your drawing-room ; the choicest
garland in your garden ; the most inexhausti-
ble source of entertaining company. Thereis
no solitudo wlere ababy is. Careand troubla
disappear at the nli'proach of the -_hng:py,
lﬂugll)lil'lg little cherub. She is chloroform
to your anxicties and exhilaratin to
your pleasures. We adopt the style of ad-
vice of a money-loving father to- his son,
with achange of a word or two—" Procure
a baby, friend—honestly, of course, but 'at
any rate bo sure and get one.” A ul
vine she will be to you in youth, whieh will
support you in the infirmitises of age.— New-
ark (N. J.) Advertiser

Woman’s Patience. .

How strange . that the patience :of Fob
should be considered so remarkable,” whien
there arc so many mothers in this world,
whose patience equals, if it does not exesed
his, hat would Job have done had ha
been compelled to sit in the house and sew,
and knit, and nurse the children, and sce
hundreds of things were attended to durin,
the day, and bear children cry, and fret, an
complain?  Or how would he have stood it
if, liké some poor woman, he “had been ob-
liged to raise a family of ten or twelve child-
ren, withoiit liélp, spending months, yeard~
all tho priine of lifé—in washing, scouti
scrubbing, ménding; cooking, n "cl:iﬁ'.
ton, fastened to the housadn :
morning'till night, from"p
sick or“well] storm”or $i

this;'arid, in ‘additior to all ot
.thémmd":hagmﬁ-' e0be:
panion 1" How could hg
; i__. PR P

but they dld‘n'ﬁ"imd ¥
tho length of Lis s

‘District, 80,




